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NEWS RELEASE 
 

 

DISASTER FIELD OPERATIONS CENTER EAST 
 

Release Date: March 1, 2025         Contact: Karen.Knapik@sba.gov 

Release Number: 25-315, GA  20711                 Follow us on X, Facebook, Blogs & Instagram 

SBA Reopens Deadlines for Physical Damage Loans in Disaster-

Affected Areas Impacted by the 2024 Federal Funding Lapse 
Helene relief still available for Georgia Businesses and Residents 

ATLANTA – The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) is extending the physical damage loan 

deadline for disaster declarations affected by the 2024 federal funding lapse. The new deadline to 

apply is April 27, 2025.  

The disaster declaration covers Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Berrien, Brantley, Brooks, 

Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, Butts, Camden, Candler, Charlton, Chatham, Clinch, Coffee, Colquitt, 

Columbia, Cook, Dodge, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, Emanuel, Evans, Fulton, Glascock, Glynn, 
Hancock, Irwin, Jeff Davis, Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Lanier, Laurens, Liberty, Lincoln, Long, 

Lowndes, McDuffie, McIntosh, Montgomery, Newton, Pierce, Rabun, Richmond, Screven, 

Stephens, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Telfair, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Treutlen, Ware, Warren, Washington, 

Wayne, Wheeler and Wilkes. 

Businesses and nonprofits are eligible to apply for business physical disaster loans and may 

borrow up to $2 million to repair or replace disaster-damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery 

and equipment, inventory, and other business assets.    

Homeowners and renters are eligible to apply for home and personal property loans and may 

borrow up to $100,000 to replace or repair personal property, such as clothing, furniture, cars, and 

appliances. Homeowners may apply for up to $500,000 to replace or repair their primary 

residence.    

Applicants may also be eligible for a loan increase of up to 20% of their physical damages, as 

verified by the SBA, for mitigation purposes. Eligible mitigation improvements include 
strengthening structures to protect against high wind damage, upgrading to wind rated garage 

doors, and installing a safe room or storm shelter to help protect property and occupants from 

future damage.    

"One distinct advantage of SBA’s disaster loan program is the opportunity to fund upgrades 

reducing the risk of future storm damage," said Chris Stallings, associate administrator of the 

Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience at the SBA. "I encourage businesses and homeowners 

to work with contractors and mitigation professionals to improve their storm readiness while 

taking advantage of SBA’s mitigation loans." 

The loan amount can be up to $2 million with interest rates as low as 4% for small businesses, 

3.25% for PNPs, and 2.813% for homeowners and renters, with terms up to 30 years. Interest does 
not accrue, and payments are not due, until 12 months from the date of the first loan 
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disbursement. The SBA sets loan amounts and terms based on each applicant’s financial 

condition. 

SBA customer service representatives will be on hand at six Business Recovery Centers and a 

Business Resource and Assessment Center to answer questions about SBA’s disaster loan 
program, explain the application process and help individuals complete their application. Walk-

ins are accepted, but you can schedule an in-person appointment in advance at 

appointment.sba.gov. The centers hours of operation are listed below:  

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Coffee County   

  City Of Nicholls 

  707 Van Streat Highway 

  Nicholls, GA 31554  

 

  Hours:         Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

                          Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

  Closed:        Sunday  

  

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Coffee County   

  Satilla Regional Library 

  200 S Madison Ave. 

  Douglas, GA 31533  

 

  Hours:         Monday - Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

                          Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

                          Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

  Closed:        Sunday  

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Jeff Davis County  

  Jeff Davis County Recreation Dept. 

  83 Buford Rd. 

  Hazlehurst, GA 31539  

 

  Hours:           Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

                           Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

  Closed:         Sunday  

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Lowndes County   

  Mc Mullen Southside Library 

  527 Griffin Avenue 

  Valdosta, GA 31501 

  

  Hours:         Monday - Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

                          Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

                          Saturday, 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

  Closed:        Sunday  

  

 

  Business Resource and Assessment Center (BRAC)  

  Lowndes County  

  Valdosta State University                           

  Foundation Inc. 

  901 North Patterson St. 

  Valdosta, GA 31601  

 

  Hours:        Monday – Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

  Closed:      Sunday  

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Telfair County   

  Telfair Community Service Center 

  91 Telfair Ave # D 

  McRae-Helena, GA 31055  

 

  Hours:         Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

  Closed:        Saturday and Sunday  

 

 

  Business Recovery Center (BRC)  

  Tombs County   

  Center for Rural Entrepreneurship 

  2805 E 1st Street 

  Vidalia, GA 30474 

   

  Opening:   Monday, March 3, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

  Hours:        Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

  Closed:       Saturday and Sunday  

 

With the changes to FEMA’s Sequence of Delivery, survivors are now encouraged to 
simultaneously apply for FEMA grants and the SBA low-interest disaster loan assistance to fully 

recover.  FEMA grants are intended to cover necessary expenses and serious needs not paid by 

https://appointment.sba.gov/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/707+Van+Streat+Hwy,+Nicholls,+GA+31554/@31.5177586,-82.6393135,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88f023e54790a70d:0x4fd5702e6c5882f!8m2!3d31.5177541!4d-82.6367386!16s%2Fg%2F11c1k0_h_y?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTEyNC4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/200+S+Madison+Ave,+Douglas,+GA+31533/@31.506831,-82.8513238,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88f02b9192c2b095:0x8dae0b962691a1b9!8m2!3d31.5068265!4d-82.8487489!16s%2Fg%2F11cpfbj_cy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIwNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/83+Buford+Rd,+Hazlehurst,+GA+31539/@31.8662983,-82.627978,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88f0416092ce0c01:0x7691c5b461395e0f!8m2!3d31.8662938!4d-82.6254031!16s%2Fg%2F11dzqftl67?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyOS4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/527+Griffin+Ave,+Valdosta,+GA+31601/@30.8180085,-83.2664249,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88ee674dd30cabe1:0xe8efb47ba26364c4!8m2!3d30.8180039!4d-83.26385!16s%2Fg%2F11cpfk431s?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDExNC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/901+N+Patterson+St,+Valdosta,+GA+31601/@30.8397801,-83.2856604,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88ee6719d3f7279d:0xc921a5041057aed2!8m2!3d30.8397755!4d-83.2830855!16s%2Fg%2F11b8yzw___?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIxOS4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/91+Telfair+Ave,+McRae-Helena,+GA+31055/@32.0605527,-82.9009515,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88f053573371d273:0xd7cce084c72e0734!8m2!3d32.0605482!4d-82.8983766!16s%2Fg%2F11gwkv93mh?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIxOS4xIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/2805+E+1st+St,+Vidalia,+GA+30474/@32.2047387,-82.372283,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88f086127dc44aeb:0x6a895478feb5c83b!8m2!3d32.2047387!4d-82.3697081!16s%2Fg%2F11b8vcss5s?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNi4xIKXMDSoJLDEwMjExNDU1SAFQAw%3D%3D


3 | P a g e  

insurance or other sources. The SBA disaster loan program is designed for your long-term 

recovery, to make you whole and get you back to your pre-disaster condition.   

To apply online, visit SBA.gov/disaster. Applicants may also call SBA’s Customer Service Center at 

(800) 659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster 
assistance. For people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 

to access telecommunications relay services.  

The filing deadline to return applications for physical property damage is April 27, 2025.  

### 

About the U.S. Small Business Administration 

The U.S. Small Business Administration helps power the American dream of business ownership. As the 
only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of the federal 

government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with the resources and 

support they need to start, grow or expand their businesses, or recover from a declared disaster. It 
delivers services through an extensive network of SBA field offices and partnerships with public 

and private organizations. To learn more, visit www.sba.gov. 
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